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commerce and industry, and her phenomenal progress along
the lines of Western civilisation and general achievement have
seemed to raise the suspicion that she meant to be aggres-
sive not only in trade, but also in political matters affecting
the interests of Great Britain and other nations of the
Occident. But it is overlooked that it was the action of
European Powers which was the immediate cause of her
apparent aggressiveness. Her ever-increasing interests in
the Pacific, as well as a high sense of her own dignity as
a new member of the first-class Powers, entail (under present
conditions) the maintenance of a first-class army and navy,
while her poverty makes the pushing of her commercial and
industrial development a stern necessity; so that many of
the incidents and movements that suggest possible collisions
with Occidental interests are simply the result of that natural
and healthy awakening which Occidental influences have
wrought within the Empire. The Anglo-Japanese Alliance
does not suggest a combination of Great Britain and Japan
against all comers on the Pacific. As interpreted in accord-
ance with its aim of peace, it simply means that these two
nations stand for the integrity and neutrality of the Pacific
as the arena of international commerce and mutual contribu-
tion to the world's civilisation. Japan in no way reveals
any intention of being more exclusive in her enjoyment of
privileges afforded by her unique position on the Pacific
than is her ally in her splendid isolation in the North-east
Atlantic. It is under the aegis of this ideal that Japan has
instructed her citizens to receive and abide by the terms of
the Anglo-Japanese Alliance.

Although Russia has been checked in her ambitions on
the Pacific, the near future will be a period of anxiety to all
who are in any way responsible for the guidance of affairs
in the Far East, That guidance will require to be not only
wise but firm, so that the forces at work may be kept under
control. The development of the power of the people, not
only in Russia but also in the other countries concerned,
offers the greatest hope of a peaceful solution,